
Native Plant 

Gardening 

For All 

Name: ___________________________ 

Address:__________________________ 

City & Zip: ________________________ 

Email: ____________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________ 

 

____ $30 - Register by June 30th 

____ $35 - Non-WGCF members 

____ $5 Additional late fee, if registering 

after June 30th 

Registration includes: 

 Box lunch 

 Four native plants 

 Three tours 

Box lunch. Select from assorted sandwiches, 

chips, cookies/bars, fruit. 

Breakout session choice: 

____ Native Plant Propagation 

____ Rain Gardens 

REGISTRATION & FEES THE ST. CROIX DISTRICT OF THE 

WISCONSIN GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION 

PRESENTS 

 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2022 

 8:30 to 4:30 

GARDEN TOURS 

Irvine Park, Chippewa Falls, WI 
125 Bridgewater Avenue  

IRVINE PARK WILDFLOWER SANCTUARY 

In 2010, Lake Wissota Garden Club was asked to plant 
a wildflower garden at Irvine. A beginning  
inventory identified 10 wildflower species already 
growing in this 1/2 acre woodland area.  In 2016 a five 
year plan focused on Wisconsin native plants with a 
mission of creating a demonstration garden to edu-
cate visitors on the value, varieties and ways to use 
WI natives in the home landscape. Over the years 
2,500 plants representing more than 200  
varieties of WI native wildflowers, sedges, grasses, 
ferns, shrubs and trees have been planted.  Funding 
has been provided by grants from Community Foun-
dation of Chippewa County, Chippewa Valley Master 
Gardeners Assoc., National Garden Club, Wisconsin 
Garden Club Federation, Thrivent, Lake Wissota  
Garden Club and private donations. 

Make check out to St. Croix District  
and send to: 

Carolyn A Craig 

900 North Shore Drive 

New Richmond, WI 54017-9466  

GAIL FOX 

Gail Fox, a member of Lake Wissota Garden Club and 
Master Gardeners, has eliminated 70% of her lawn. 
Solarizing two areas to make way for native perennials 
and shrubs, Gail sourced natives from Prairie Moon, 
Prairie Nursery and Beaver Creek and replanted large 
areas of her front and back yard. The tiny seedlings 
didn’t look like much at first and a few didn’t make it, 
but the majority grew spectacularly and even 
bloomed! The bees and butterflies LOVE it and Gail 
continues to fill in “holes” with natives.  

KRISTEN BROWN 

Kristen’s city lot features an evolving mix of native & 
non-native trees, perennials and  shrubs. Long-term 
goals are to reduce watering, avoid pesticides, reuse 
non-weed yard waste, and provide shelter and food 
for birds and insects.  A more nature-friendly space 
was created by reducing lawn size and replacing with 
no-mow fine fescue mix. Her back yard contains 
fruits, vegetables, and beds of natives with a few  
giant prairie plants. Kristen looks forward to sharing 
her efforts with other garden-curious souls. 
 
 



 

The day’s schedule: 
 

 8:30 - Registration & treats  
 Ways & Means Table 
 Opening remarks 

 9:00 - Carmen Simonet, Landscape  
            Architect 

 Gardening with Nature 
 10:15 - Plant Choices 

 Mary Jo Fleming 
 11:30 - Lunch break 

 Box lunch 
 Sanctuary tour & demo plots 

(how to get started) 
 Native plant giveaway & plant 

sale 
 1:00 -  Carmen Simonet, Landscape  
            Architect 

 Creating Beautiful Biodiverse 
Gardens 

 2:00 - Second session of breakouts 
(participants need to choose one) 

 Native Plant Propagation (Hans 
Klug/Patrick Henry) - Dragonfly 

 Rain Gardens - Barb Barrickman 
 3:00 - Tours of nearby gardens utilizing/

incorporating native plants 
 Kristin Brown 
 Gail Fox 

Native Plant Gardening for All - Friday, July 29th 

Carmen Simonet 
Carmen is a landscape architect 
with a passion for using native 
plants. She has over 25 years of 
experience providing landscape 
master planning and site design 
services for commercial  
developments, public parks, and 
private gardens. Owner of  
Carmen Simonet Design LLC  her recent projects 
include design of a natural playscape for a child  
development center, consulting on the landscape 
design for a conservation development, designing 
lakeshore buffer plantings, and many residential 
gardens seeking to replace lawn with habitat. 
Carmen received her BLA and MS in landscape 
architecture from the University of Minnesota.  

 

GARDENING WITH NATURE 
In this presentation, Carmen Simonet will show us 
how to work with the dynamic qualities of plants: 
how they spread, move around, sometimes grow 
larger than expected or disappear entirely.  She 
will explain how to take advantage of these  
natural processes to develop beautiful and  
sustainable native plant gardens.  
 

CREATING BEAUTIFUL BIODIVERSE  
GARDENS 

Landscapes with less lawn and more native 
plants bring wildlife up close and into our yards. In 
this presentation, Carmen Simonet will discuss 
creating bird-friendly layered landscapes,  

pollinator habitat, and strategies to add neatness 
and familiarity to the biodiverse landscape. 

 

Mary Jo Fleming 

NATIVE PLANT CHOICES 

 

As a Chippewa Valley Master Gardener  
Volunteer and retired teacher, Mary Jo has 
used her background in biology and interest in 
native, sustainable gardening to make  
landscapes more diverse and less work and a 
lot more fun. Mary Jo will provide plant choice 
information for prairie/sunny and woodland/
shady gardens in our region. 

Barb Barrickman 

RAIN GARDENS 

Barb, the Healthy Lakes committee chair of 
the Lake Wissota Improvement & Protection 
Association, will share how rain gardens keep 
the water on the land, benefit wildlife and  
pollinators, remove pollutants and provide  
natural beauty.  Rain garden design,  
construction, planting and maintenance will be 
discussed utilizing the WI DNR guidelines that 
benefit all home landscapes regardless of  
setting.     

Registration includes: 

 Box lunch 

 4 FREE native plants sourced from  

      Dragonfly Gardens. Dragonfly will have a                                 
variety of plants available for purchase also. 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Dragonfly Gardens 

491 State Hwy 46 

Amery, WI  

715-268-7660  

Hans Klug  

NATIVE PLANT PROPAGATION 

Hans is in charge of growing all of Dragonfly's  
native plants for sale and has steadily worked on 
expanding and improving the base of knowledge 
and techniques passed down to him by Dragon-
fly's founder, the late Robert Bursik. He will  
discuss the various ways that people can estab-
lish and expand native plantings from purchased 
or homegrown seeds and plants and the  
advantages and disadvantages of each.  


